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Anchor 1

Hello and welcome to Panoscope, a radio magazine produced by Panos Radio South Asia. In this edition of Panoscope, we take you to Jammu and Kashmir where industrialists, local politicians and civil society have expressed huge resentment against the Indus (IN-DUHSS) Water Treaty signed between India and Pakistan under the observation of the World Bank.

The Indus Water Treaty between India and Pakistan is a water-sharing agreement which was prompted by the partition of a single country in the Indian sub-continent into two sovereign countries. It gives rights over the waters of three major rivers Ravi, Sutlej (SUT-LEJ) and Beas (BEE-AHSS) to India and the other three major rivers Jhelum (JEE-LUHM), Chenab (CHE-NAAB) and Indus to Pakistan. The treaty lays down that India has exclusive rights over the waters of Ravi, Beas and Sutlej and can construct dams for irrigation and power generation. Regarding the other three rivers which find their way to Pakistan through Jammu & Kashmir, the treaty disallows India to construct storage dams though it can use the waters of these rivers for run-off-the-river projects. 

Recently, Pakistan had objected to the procedure adopted by India while constructing 900 Megawatt Baghlihar power project on River Chenab in the Pirpanchal ranges. Pakistan says India violated the norms laid down by the Indus Water Treaty. However, the issue was later resolved between the two countries with the intervention of the World Bank as an observer. But, a fresh dispute broke out again between the two countries with Pakistan complaining of reduction in water levels in River Chenab. The treaty has nevertheless survived despite the occasional disagreements, bickering and war. The people of Jammu & Kashmir feel that the treaty has survived at their cost. They blame both India and Pakistan for ignoring their interests. 
Athar Parvaiz reports from Srinagar.  
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There is ongoing debate in Kashmir about the manner in which the Indus Water Treaty runs counter to the economic prosperity of the state. The survival of the post-partition treaty despite the troubled relations between India and Pakistan is seen by the intellectuals and industrial sector with a mixed sense of puzzle and resentment. They argue that India and Pakistan have protected their own interests at the cost of Jammu & Kashmir’s economy. They are demanding compensation for their losses due to the treaty. They are also clamouring for rights to use their water resources -- which have the potential of generating over 20,000 Megawatts of electricity -- for improving the economy of the state. India’s National Hydro-electric Power Corporation (N-H-P-C) has constructed power projects in Jammu & Kashmir which generate more than 1,600 Megawatts of electricity. But Jammu & Kashmir gets only 12 percent of this electricity by way of royalty. Locals consider this too meagre. Dr Gul Mohammad Wani, an academic at Kashmir University elaborates…..
Act 1, Dr Gul Mohammad Wani (M, English) 

As far as the Indus Water Treaty is concerned, the issue that remains at the centre of it is that when the treaty was signed, it was signed by an external arbitrator which was the World Bank and this was signed at a time when the state was passing through a phase of both economic and political innocence. When I say political innocence, what I mean to say is that you had a political leadership in the state which was more loyal than the king; which essentially was working in what one can say as perceived national interest (of India) at that point of time. The popular political leadership; the legitimate political leadership (in J&K) was out of political scene. We had a government which absolutely had no legitimacy and no credibility in the estimation of the people of the state and it was during those times the treaty was signed.  

Link 2 
It is argued that the agreement is purely bilateral in nature and addresses only the concerns of India and Pakistan. Locals say, the interests of Jammu & Kashmir are ignored despite the rivers flowing through the state to Pakistan. Arjimand Hussain Talib has extensively written about economy of Jammu and Kashmir. He elaborates how the treaty has affected the state’s economy.
Act 2, Arjimand Hussain Talib (M, English)
There are three dimensions to this agreement, (three) economic dimensions to this agreement. One is regarding hydro power; as we know that this agreement does not allow creation of dams on the three rivers which flow through Jammu and Kashmir into Pakistan that is Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab and there are certain articles in the agreement which do specify use of water for non-consumptive purposes in Jammu and Kashmir. But there are certain limitations in using the water for developing hydropower; as a result, most of the projects that have been built on these rivers, are run-off-the-river type and their capacity to generate electricity -- when we compare their capacity from the point of view of retention of water in dams -- is very less because of the run-off-the-river scheme. And now the power houses, which have been built on these three rivers, are generally owned by the Government of India and they do not take into consideration the fact that these rivers basically flow through Jammu and Kashmir and they do not share its profits and the resources which have generated through these (rivers) with the Jammu and Kashmir state except for the twelve percent royalty of power that Jammu and Kashmir State gets from these power houses.    

Link 3 

Another concern being aired is that despite the state’s huge power generation potential, only a fraction has been tapped so far. President of Federation of Chambers of Industries, Kashmir, Shakeel Qalandar explains.
Act 3, Shakeel Qalandar (M, English) 

Through this treaty we understand that whereas the state of Jammu and Kashmir, based on the water resources of these three main rivers, could have generated power/hydroelectricity not less than 30,000 Megawatts, are presently generating, unfortunately, just over 300 Megawatts in the state sector and 1,600 Megawatts in the central sector. In all it is less than 2,000 Megawatts which are being generated presently on the waters which belong to us. All of us know that energy is the key for every success; every prosperity. Presently we require 2,500 Megawatts of electricity for our own consumption -- domestic and industrial consumption. So the demand will increase day by day; the present demand I say is 2,500 Megawatts out of which we produce just 300 Megawatts and the 1,600 Megawatts that is being generated by the National Hydro Electric Power Corporation or N-H-P-C, is taken away by them that is another injustice meted out to the state of Jammu and Kashmir. The power generated by the national grid is taken away by them without giving us anything; 12 percent royalty they say we are giving to the state (12 percent free power) but that is not sufficient; water resources belong to the state of Jammu and Kashmir.     

Link 4
The fact that the state has to purchase power which is produced by the projects constructed on its own hydro resources adds salt to the injury. F-C-I-K president Shakeel Qalandar was strongly critical of this.
Act 4, Shakeel Qalandar (M, English)
Every year we are purchasing power (from N-H-P-C) against Rupees 2,000 crores out of our own plan to give power to the domestic users. I tell you the misery is that 25 percent of the population of Jammu and Kashmir despite the fact that we are able to generate 30,000 or more Megawatts of power, is without electricity. I tell you 55 percent of the population of Jammu and Kashmir is without safe drinking water. Our waters have been misused; our water has been sold out without compensating for the losses which we incur. We do not want anybody to construct a power project on our waters without giving anything to us. We have been objecting to giving these projects to the National Hydro Electric Power Corporation on this belief that 12 percent royalty is unacceptable to us. You (the Government of India) have to tell us that whether the 12 percent royalty is the compensation for the devastation of the forests and the environment that happens whenever you set up a power project; or is this compensation for the waters being used regularly by the cooperation (N-H-P-C)… we don’t understand.

Link 5
One of the demands from the state government and the industrial groups to the central government is that at least one of the power projects, constructed by N-H-P-C in J&K, should be completely handed over to the state. Arjimand Hussain Talib elaborates…
Act 5, Arjimand Hussain Talib (M, English) 
You see, there is no doubt that Jammu and Kashmir State has incurred massive financial losses which goes into several thousand crores since 1961 ever since the water treaty came into effect; because of these provisions which inhabit Jammu and Kashmir from development of water-based resources.  Now Jammu and Kashmir’s demand has been very justified that if not entirely but at least some costs; some losses that Jammu and Kashmir incurs, must be compensated by the Government of India.  But unfortunately that has not been done. Two key demands of Jammu and Kashmir state which it has lately made that is transfer of either Dul Hasti, Salal or Uri civil projects have also not been considered unfortunately in spite of the fact that the Rangarajan Committee, which was made responsible to suggest majors of economic development in Jammu and Kashmir, has clearly recommended handing over of one of these power houses to Jammu and Kashmir, but that did not happen. I think that there is another dimension to this -- that is India’s own energy insecurity -- when we look at the needs and the growth and the demand in the energy sector in India, India definitely has very limited choices. So it has huge dependence on hydro resources of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Link 6

The State Secretary of Communist Party of India, Marxist (CPI-M), Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami has formally moved a resolution in the state assembly that Jammu & Kashmir should be given proper compensation against the losses it has incurred. 
Act 6, Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami (M, English)
The first thing I will tell you is that it has to be evaluated by the experts, I have not done that; my only concern is that we are suffering. You must first try to understand this; Pakistan must understand, and India must understand that ours is a land-locked society; we don’t have industries; we don’t have any other economic source which can be explored for our livelihood. So our resources are essentially apart from other smaller resources like forestry, tourism, but we have the essential source which can be relied upon for our future reconstruction; that is our water resources. There is an agreement between the two countries; they have shared six rivers between the two countries. And three of these rivers are flowing through our soil; so we are the masters of our own resources we must have that much of authority to demand from both the countries because both the countries are taking advantage; they have benefited out of this whole treaty. So we must be taken care of and adequate compensation be given to us. And for that; experts can evaluate as to how much is reasonable and how much both the countries can afford and how much we are legitimate in demanding that; we must be paid to that extent.   

Link 7
As it looks like India and Pakistan may show reluctance regarding the review of the Indus Water Treaty, the Government of India has perhaps no alternative other than to compensate the state of Jammu and Kashmir for the economic losses due to the treaty. This is currently an across-the-board demand in the state. Only time will tell what turns this issue takes….
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That’s it for this edition of Panoscope. Thanks for listening. 
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