Magazine 66: How talks failed in Copenhagen
Anchor 1: 
This is Panos Radio South Asia and you’re listening to our  radio magazine  Panoscope.
Anchor 2: 
Nearly two weeks have passed since the historic climate conference ended in Copenhagen, and there is still a lot of analysis going on how it concluded with a very weak deal. Experts continue to point their fingers mostly at two countries – the United States and China. While both of these world’s most powerful nations continue to defend that they did their best, everyone is saying that their best was not good enough.
Anchor 3:
I’m Naresh Newar from Panos Radio South Asia and I will take you on a journey of the conference in Copenhagen which started with full of hope and ended in total disappointment especially for the climate change vulnerable nations who left Copenhagen totally betrayed by the developed world and emerging economies. Here’s that story:
SFX 1: Drums beating
Link1: 
A group of young activists in Copenhagen greets thousands of people on the first day of climate change conference with the sound of their drums and with a warning: make the deal for us because we are still young and want to live longer in a carbon free world.
Thousands of people have queued up to enter the Bella Centre, which is the venue for the historic climate conference. More than 60,000 people from more than 100 countries had registered for this conference and it is most likely that less than half of them will ever get inside.
Everyone seems to be full of hope that this conference will be more successful and the leaders will sign a good deal.
SFX 2– Queue Noise
SFX 3 – Vox pops - hopes
 (Do you see any hope from this conference?)
“Yes, I still see hope”
“We have high hopes and particularly when countries like USA is on abroad.  There is a lot to hope for.”
 “We are hoping for a good deal at least for adaptation. So let’s hope for a positive outcome.”
Link 2: 
Very famous environmentalist from Kenya and nobel peace prize laurette Wangari Mathaiis is very optimisitic as well:
Act 1: Mathai
“More than 100 heads of states are coming. I don’t believe they can come here  and agree on something than can tomorrow be thrown into the waste paper basket. These are serious leaders, these are responsible leaders. They have all the science at their finger tips. They have been fully informed. They know what’s happening in Africa,  they know what is happening in the Pacific,  they know what is happening in the polar region, they know what is happening in the polar region, they know what is happening in the Himalayas and even in the Alpines. So it is a matter of political commitment. And I am quite sure they not coming here for a dance.”
Link 3:
Definitely they’re not here for a dance but many feel that the leaders from the most powerful nations will make everyone dance. That is what especially the young activists fear: the participants from vulnerable nations may just go home quietly without a good deal if they don’t make a strong stand.
And they have a strong message to all the climate change negotiators and the heads of the States. Just two words:
SFX 4:
 “Our future, our future…our future”
Link 4 (and SFX-5 Sounds of snow):
I have here with me a young Danish citizen, Vipejensen. She and her activist friends have been standing outside the Bella Centre in the freezing cold. The roads are filled with snow. And it is heavily snowing here, yet these young activists who are citizens of the rich countries are leaving no stones unturned to make a point to their own governments. Their message is clear: pay your climate debt to the poor countries.
SFX: 6: 
“Pay your climate debt. We are watching you. You know what to do. The numbers have been said…”
Act 2: Danish Youth Activist
“My name is Vipejensen. I am part of the climate debt agents. Would you see just right over here. We were here to advocate for money, to pay the climate debt that the rich countries have to the developing countries. (Which country do you belong to?) I belong to Denmark. We are here to advocate for them to pay 200 billion US dollars. That’s the debt the rich countries have to the developing countries. And they really ought to pay that debt.”
Link 5: 
Vipejensen says the future of youth is more at stake due to climate change and they have to stand up and fight for climate justice.
Act 3: Danish Youth Activist
“It’s our future. So we have to really do something. And this is also our chance to speak for the people who cannot be here. So many people would like to be here and solve their case because they are facing climate changes right now because they cannot be here. The youth have to be the wheel who will drive this and we have to be this peaceful but strong force that can speak for the people who cannot be here and speak for just world.”
(What if nothing comes out of this? What if there is no deal?)
That will be a shame. I am sure there will be another COP-16 but that will mean further delay and more people will die and more people will suffer. We have been counting days and everyday is counting right now.”
(Fade out: “..we are watching you”
Link: 6
The first week passed by without any progress. In fact every day the negotiations were getting worse due to increasing disagreements between the developed and developing nations over the issue of whether to continue with the legally binding Kyoto agreement or introduce a new protocol.
There was also a rift among the developing nations on this crucial issue. The smallest nations were beginning to feel that the big countries were turning a deaf ear to their proposals. One of the world’s smallest nations, Tuvalu, proposed a new protocol and even caused a suspension of negotiations for some hours. This was an opportunity for the small nations to unite and raise their voices for climate action.
Act 4: Palau negotiator
(Do you think more small countries like Tuvalu following the example of raising their voices especially against big nations?)
“Yes, we don’t raise our voice, we die tomorrow. We are dying. We are drowning. The water is coming up to our necks. Nobody is realizing that especially the big developed countries.”
Link 7: That was …a negotiator from Palau, a small island nation of the Pacific region.
Act 5: Pulau negotiator
“This is our last, I would say we will fight until the eleventh hour. That is what we are going to be doing.”
Link 8:
But most of the small nations clearly lacked unity to voice their concerns especially against the powerful developing nations like China, India and Saudi Arabia, which were not in favour of committing any emission reduction and were posing more like the United States, which had been stubbornly defending against any international pressure to cap their emissions.
It was clear that the talks were falling apart.
Act 6: Atiq Rahman
“The talks are in a mess right now. We are in the worst possible time right now in the end of first week. The reason is that there is a lot of tensions coming out from various sides and it has divided into two large confronting blocks.”
Link 9:
Climate scientist Atiq Rahman, also a negotiator for Bangladesh. He was warning that the divisions between the rich nations and emerging economies were widening. Their priority is more on the money, how rich they can get and don’t want to lose what they have. This is frustrating the most vulnerable nations who are under threats of survival and their voices were constantly undermined by the rich and big countries’ economic interests. But the rift may not last long, believes Atiq
Act 7: Atiq Rahman
“By Monday, Tuesday, the rift will be coming closer. Right now, everyone is under stress right now. One week of talks not going anywhere, not succeeding in crescendo. That is in the nature of things, in the nature of negotiations. Let us not be obsessed with the differences.”
Link 10:
But it is this difference, the ever increasing rift that was affecting the negotiations and leading to failure of the talks. By the second week, with only a few days left for the conference to end, there was just too much at stake. Civil society groups and activists were increasingly worried that the talks were really going down. With the arrival of the heads of state, things were actually getting worse because the advanced nations were not willing to compromise. A legally binding agreement seemed quite impossible at this stage. The big developing nations were also turning a deaf ear to the small countries.
Saleemul Huq, climate change scientist:
Act 8: Huq
“None of the big countries including China and India want to support the poor and vulnerable. They speak about it, the rhetoric is there but in actuality, it is not there.
Link 11: 
It is the time for the small nations to speak up and not worry about geopolitics of the powerful nations, said Saleemul.
Act 9: Huq
“No more time for rhetoric. Now is the crunch time. You have to make a choice. Are you with the vulnerable country or you with the big brother, because it is a big brother?”
(So, it’s a risk they have to take?)
“They have to.”
SFX 7: Climate protestors
“Time for people to assembly. Climate justice now..”
Link 12: 
Even as the heads of more than 100 countries arrived on 16 December, just two days before the conference ended, there was still no decision on the issues of emission targets and funding commitments. Many technical issues were also unresolved. The United States in particular opposed any appeals from developing nations to increase the US commitment to cut emissions.
Act 10: Huq
“It is highly confused. We don’t have negotiating text agreed yet. There are different texts being proposed from different groups. These will have to sorted out by the ministers. They have very little time to do that before the heads of states arrive.”
SFX8: Street protests
Link 13
Failure of the talks was now imminent. It was absolutely clear to everyone. The protests outside the conference hall were getting louder and aggressive. By now most of the NGOs and climate change activists were refused entry inside the conference as the top diplomats from all countries were in.
This infuriated the climate change protestors more.
SFX9: NGO activists protest inside the conference hall
Link 14:
An NGO protestor told us how unjust the UN had become by kicking out the climate change campaigners out of the conference
Act 11: NGO protestor
“I thought inside the United Nations, we can find a solution about the climate change and what we are seeing that the debate between NGOs, the poor people, and the governments is no more possible at two days to end of this meeting and most of the people of the NGOs are struggling at the local level or expelled from this big meeting. And this really is a pity. This is a shame. What does that mean for the United Nations to expel people who are fighting day after day at the local level to change what’s happening, to try to defend the poor people, to defend the farmers, to the indigenous people and so on. So this is incredible what is happening. 
Act 12: NGO protestor2
“Incredible situation this morning in the United Nations conference on climate change. We are entering and they stopped a lot of members of NGOs without any explanation of what is happening. They told them they are not allowed to enter even if they hold permission to enter. The same is happening to a lot of other organizations, NGOs, that should stay here. This morning, without understanding why they are being pushed out. This is very upsetting.
Link 15:
In a desperate attempt to make a Copenhagen deal, some leaders did their utmost best to get the world attention. President of  Bolivia, Evo Morales went on to make the most radical statement
Act 13: President of Bolivia 
“We would like to denounce the fact that there are groups of President working on a document…a few not all presidents…and certainly it will not be inclusive of the people who we are fighting for life and humanity. We have to leave this event proud. This means working in democratic way in order to come up with documents that will help save lives.”
Link 16: 
President Morales was referring to how a handful of heads of nations from the US, China, India, Brazil and South Africa grouped together on 18th December, the last day of conference, to draft an agreement by excluding rest of the world. Majority of the 192 nations were not present during the decision making of a so called global climate deal. 
Barely a few hours, President Barrack Obama had said that he was here not to talk but to take action. 
Act 14: Obama
“I just want to say to this plenary session that we running short of time and the question at this point, the question is whether we will move forward together or split apart, whether we prefer posturing to action. No country will get everything that it wants. The time for talk is over. This is the bottom line. We can embrace this accord, take a substantial step forward or we can choose delay falling back into the same divisions as things have stood in the way of action for years. We are ready to get this done today. It is better for us to choose action over inaction, with courage and faith, I believe we can meet our responsibilities to help our people.
Link 17: 
It was action that President Obama did really take with a small group of other world leaders from the most carbon emitting countries by concluding a political agreement that was so weak in content with no real commitments to save the world from climate change, much to the disappointment of all the most vulnerable nations.
And it all came true in the end what many small nations feared. Like this negotiator from Pulau who had warned on the first day that politics and not the climate negotiation that would seal the deal. 
Act 14: Pulau
“Us negotiators have been working night and day very very hard but in the end it is the politicians that will make the decisions. What the politicians do is they make decisions behind closed doors amongst themselves. If nothing happens, then all we can do is pray.
SFX 10 – Nuns singing
Link 15:
The conference ended with a clear message – that small and vulnerable nations can be bullied by the rich and powerful, including the emerging developing economies into signing a deal that suits the interest of the most carbon emitting countries. And the message from the rich nations is clear – sign the deal or you lose the climate finance. 
Climate change negotiators fear that it will not be easy to build trust of such climate conference at least for the most vulnerable nations. 
SFX – Children singing
Achor 4:
That is all we have from this edition of Panoscope. 
Thank you for listening.

